
WELCOME TO 2018 

It is my great pleasure to welcome students, staff and parents to the 2018 school year and 
our first edition of the Lockwood Primary School newsletter.  The newsletter is a key 
communication tool that all families are asked to read every Wednesday afternoon. 
In 2018, Sandra Griffin is once again the School Council President. Whilst school governance 
and policy is the main business for Council, Sandra is and is also a key contact for parents.  
The students’ first day for 2018 ran very smoothly yesterday and, thanks to Ms. Hannah, Ms. 
Blencowe  and our brilliant Grade 5 buddies, our 24 new Preps settled in beautifully. We also 
welcomed  several new students to Lockwood Primary School, in grades 1– 6. 
Staff have been working at school throughout the holiday break to ensure everything was 
prepared for a great start to the year. I’m always saying it, but we are truly blessed with the 
professionalism, knowledge and dedication of our staff.  
New Staff: in 2018, we welcome Kelly Effenberg to Gr.5/6M on Wednesday afternoons, 
Thursday and Friday. It’s also great to have Brad Wickham back in Grade 2/3. We welcome 
our new teacher aide, Emma Birch. Emma will be coordinating the parent volunteers 
program—please refer to the note enclosed with the 2018 Pupil Information paperwork. 
Every four years, schools go through a review and establish a new four year strategic plan. 
We will be developing our 2019-2022 Strategic Plan in Term three and will be seeking input 
from all stakeholders to identify our strengths and to analyse how we can improve the 
school for the future. 
Annual Implementation Plan: the priorities this year are to continue developing 
students’ literacy and numeracy achievement, to introduce a new STEM program, to 
continue developing our safe, inclusive school culture and to empower students in their own 
learning journey by ensuring they know what they are meant to be  learning and how they’ll 
know when they get there.  
It going to be an exciting year ahead and a rewarding journey for all of us. 
YOU CAN DO IT  - TERM ONE: ORGANISATION 

WEEK 1-3 FOCUS = Setting Goals 
The You Can Do It program is the foundation of our approach to student well-being. The 
program identifies four “keys to success”: organisation, getting along, confidence and 
persistence that, together, foster resilience in young people. Each term, we focus on ONE 
key to success and the habits of mind and behaviours that help to build that quality in 
children.  The Habit of Mind is discussed at assembly on Monday and then teachers spend 
some time in the classroom unpacking the weekly focus with their class – sometimes they’ll 
read a story or watch a you tube clip. Parents are informed about the weekly focus via the 
Wednesday newsletter. On Friday, at the Junior School Council assembly, Student of the 
Week and Principal awards are issued. These awards directly relate to the weekly focus and 
acknowledge a student who showed the particular habit of mind in their actions. 
For the next few weeks, we will be noticing examples of setting and achieving goals.  
Parents are asked to try and find opportunities to discuss the weekly focus at home, 
especially when you observe the habits of mind being applied by your children in their daily 
lives. 
For information about the theory that underpins this program, please visit:  

http://www.youcandoiteducation.com/whatis.html 

T E R M  1   
I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S  

 7th February 
Prep Rest  Day 

 8th February 
1st Gym Session 

 9th February 
Pupil Information Update Due 

 12th February-9:00am 
Junior School Councillor Badge 
Presentation 

 12th-14th February 
Dental Checks 

 13th February 
2nd Gym Session 

 14th February 
Prep Rest Day 

 15th February 
Parent Information Sessions 

 20th February 
3rd Gym Session 
MEET & GREET—5.30-7.30pm 

 21st February 
Prep Rest Day 

 23rd & 24th February 
Peer Mediation (Grade 5 & 6) 

 19th-24th February 
Student Support Group Meetings 

 27th February 
4th Gym Session 

 28th February 
Prep Rest Day 

 5-7th March 

3/4 Camp to Ballarat 

 9th March 

Sustainability Incursion 

 12th March 

Labour Day Public Holiday 

 17th March 

Bunnings Cake Stall—volunteers 

 22nd March:  

PUPIL FREE DAY 

 29th March 
Last Day Term 1 

31st  January, 2018 

Newsletter  #1 

Remember—Hats On Term 1! 
All students need to have a school hat for 
Term 1, $10.50 from the school office. 

http://www.youcandoiteducation.com/whatis.html
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STAFF FOR 2018 

We place great value on educating the whole child and 
developing skills and understanding across a wide range of 
learning areas, through our specialist program.  
Our Specialist Program provides a rich range of learning 
experiences for students and also allows teaching staff weekly 
planning time together to support consistency and provide a 
common curriculum at each grade level. Every week, teachers 
spend some of their planning time analysing student learning 
data and then flexibly grouping students based on their learning 
needs. Each team has additional staff allocated during flexible 
grouping sessions, to target and directly support the identified 
needs of each student group. Our Chinese language program 
runs every Friday morning, starting next week. 
LIST OF STAFF: 
PRINCIPAL: Sally Rule 
TEACHING STAFF 
Classroom Teachers: 

Rennae Blencowe – Grade Prep/1B 
Kelly Effenberg (0.5) - Grade 5/6M (Wed pm/Thurs/Fri) 
Claire Hannah – Grade Prep/1 H     
Helen Hosking (0.8) – Grade 4/5H  
Erin Malone (0.6) – Grade 5/6M (Mon/Tues/Wed) 

       Lauren McEwan – Grade 2/3M 
       Jessie Wardell—Grade 4/5H  (Friday)                                                                 
       Brad Wickham – Grade 2/3W  
Specialist Teachers:  

Lee Charlton, (0.2) – The Arts  
Jo Daly (0.2) – Literacy Support  
Karen Rees (0.4) - Health & PE, ICT 
Jessie Wardell (0.6) - STEM   

EDUCATION SUPPORT STAFF 
Business Manager:  Fiona Adams    
Classroom Support:      
        Emma Birch—Gr.2/3  
       Mel Scoble—Gr.4-6    

Sonya Taylor—Gr.P/1 
OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE: (OSHC): 
       Mel Scoble – OSHC Program Coordinator 
              Staff: Lisa Poulter & Wendy Steer 
       Merryn Waight - OSHC Accounts 
Dance Teacher:   Nadine Ireland  
Grounds and Maintenance:  Joel McCurdy  
Playgroup Coordinator:     Trina Kiel  
PUPIL FREE DAYS IN 2018 

Please mark the following dates in your diary. On pupil free 
days, staff will be participating in professional learning to 
continue developing the Big Write program and to enhance our 
approach to vocabulary and spelling instruction. 

 Thursday, 22nd March 

 Thursday, 28th June 

 Thursday, 30th August 
NB: A 4th day to work on maths instruction will be advised asap. 
 

MEET & GREET EVENING: 20/2  5.30-7.30PM 

Please mark this date in your diary. It’s 
an informal evening to meet other 
parents and to welcome our new 2018 
families to Lockwood Primary School. 
Bring along a picnic tea or grab some 
take away, drinks or a bottle of wine 
and join staff and families in the sun 
court. Please consider volunteering for the Meet & Greet Team 
to help organise this family-friendly, relaxing event. 

JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL  

BADGE PRESENTATION CEREMONY 12/2 

On Monday 12th February, the Crusoe College 2018 Student 
Leaders will present badges to our 2018 Junior School 
Councillors at the 9.00am assembly.  The assembly will be 
followed by a morning tea with the Crusoe Leaders and their 
Principal, Brad Madden. 
Being a Junior School Councillor is a role of great responsibility 
and involves having a high public profile in the school. 
Councillors model our school values and school rules at all 
times—that’s why they were nominated by their peers—and 
they represent the student body at Council meetings.  We look 
forward to our 2018 JSC receiving their official badges next 
Monday. 
2018 JSC Members:   
Gr.6 Koby Fuzzard, Amilya Mitchell, Charlie Saunderson, 
Tayah Wilson, Jazmin Zegers,  
Gr.5: Ebony Baird, Ashley Luckett, Isabella Luckett, Tristan 
McClure 
Gr.4: Steven Cocks, Brooke Soulsby  
Gr.3: Summer Redmond, Emanuella Ricciuti  
 

PARENT INFORMATION SESSIONS 

All parents are asked to attend the information session/s for 
your child’s 2018 grade.  These sessions will provide important 
details about the way we approach learning at each year level 
and what parents can do at home to support the learning 
program.  Specialist teachers will be attend to explain their 
programs in 2018. We look forward to seeing you in your child’s 
classroom on Thursday, 15th February 
  Prep/1: 5.00-5.30pm 
  Gr.2/3: 5.45-6.15pm 
  Gr.4-6: 6.30-7.00pm 
 
PARENT VOLUNTEERS IN 2018 

Parent Volunteers play a key role in our 
school and we ask that every family 
finds at least one opportunity to 
volunteer in 2018. Volunteering 
benefits everyone—kids love seeing 
their parents involved in the school, it 
fosters a positive, welcoming school 
culture and the money raised through 
fundraising supports both the classroom program and major 
purchases such as the fitness track. Our  program is entirely task
-based—we don’t have a parents’ club, just volunteers for each 
event. We’re looking for parents to either help with or lead each 
particular event or activity.  Emma Birch will coordinate the 
Volunteers Program.  
What to do? 
1. A Parent Volunteers form is enclosed in this newsletter. 

Please complete the form and return it to the office by 
Monday 5th February. Please indicate if you’re prepared to 
LEAD a particular activity or event or if you have an idea for 
an event you’d like to organise. (We’re keen to have lots of 
different parents leading events in 2018!) 

2. Emma will contact volunteers via email and coordinate a 
time for that team of volunteers to meet. 

3. Remember that your commitment can be as big or as small 
as you want – we fully understand people’s busy lives and 
just ask that every family volunteers in some way in 2018. 

LOOKING FORWARD TO A BRILLIANT YEAR OF 
VOLUNTEERING IN 2018! 
 
 



GRADE 3/4 CAMP TO BALLARAT 

This year our Grade 3/4 students are heading to Sovereign Hill 
for their camp.    Details were sent home with students 
yesterday.    Cost for the camp is $270 per child.   A $50 
deposit should be sent back to school with the permission slip 
asap .    If you need assistance in paying for this camp, please 
call into the school office to discuss arrangements with Sally 
Rule. 
GET INVOLVED IN THE SCHOOL BANKING 

PROGRAM 

Lockwood Primary School is excited to offer the 
Commonwealth Bank School Banking program to all 
students.    School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging 
way for young Australians to learn about money and develop 
good savings habits. Children who deposit money into their 
Youthsaver account through School Banking earn Dollarmites 
tokens, which they can save up and redeem for exciting 
rewards. 
The rewards available during 2018 are: 
Twister Power Handball 
Secret Scratch Pad 
Sparkle Glitter Pens 
Glow Light 
Mighty Boom Handball 
Heat Reactor Pencils 
Slushie Maker Cup 
Zoom Flying Disc 
School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our 
school receives a Regular Savers Contribution of $5 for every 
10 deposits processed per student as well as an Annual 
Contribution which is based on the number of students who 
made at least one School Banking deposit in the prior year. 
Getting involved in School Banking is easy! 
All you need to get involved in the School Banking program is 
a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account. You can open an 
account for your child in one of two ways:   
1. Online 
Visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the link 

to open a Youthsaver account.  
2. In branch 
Visit a Commonwealth Bank branch with identification for 
yourself and your child, like a driver’s licence and birth 
certificate. 
If your child has an existing Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver 
account they can start banking straight away. They just need 
to bring their deposit in every week on School Banking day 
using their Dollarmites deposit wallet.  
School Banking day is Monday.   Each week you need to bring 
your bank book to the school office before school. 
If you would like to know more about School Banking, please 
visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking 
 
COLES SPORTS FOR SCHOOLS 

Coles Supermarkets are running their Sports for Schools 
program in 2018 and it starts next week. 
When you’re shopping at Coles 
you can collect a voucher for every 
$10.00 spent.    Vouchers are 
totalled at the end of the 
promotional period and we can 
exchange this for new sports 
equipment. 
Please ask your family and friends 
to collect vouchers for us too! 
There will be a  collection box in 
the office for you drop your vouchers in! 
 

 

For January: 
Tylor H  Ryder C 
Montana M Harry S 
Cooper D Henry C 
Stacey I  Georgia T 
Jazmin Z Bella P 
Charlize H 

 

For This Week: 
Max S 

Shayla S 



RIGHTEOUS PUPS PROGRAM 

We are very proud of our association with the Righteous Pups 
Association. This year, all Grade 5 and 6 students will be 
allocated a dog to work with every Thursday for the entire 
year. Some students will earn the Jill Polholke Medal at the 
end of the two year course. Helen Hosking will work with the 
Righteous Pups team to deliver the weekly program. 
 

DENTAL HEALTH SCREENINGS  

Bendigo Health is providing free dental health checks for all 
students 12-14  February.  The checks will be conducted in the 
first aid office and student privacy is assured. It is important 
that every student enrolled at Lockwood PS has a dental 
health check – please save us a phone call by returning the  
permission forms to the office by Wednesday 7th February 
(enclosed with the 2018 Pupil Information Update paperwork). 
HEADPHONES 

Parents are asked to provide children with headphones or 
earbuds for use with their netbook computers. The 
headphones/earbuds will need to be kept at school all year for 
Prep-2 students. Grade 3-6 students’ headphones will travel 
with their netbook computers, from school to home.  Please 
make sure your child has  a set of clearly-named headphones 
for use at school. 
HEALTHY SNACKS CANTEEN 

Sonya Taylor coordinates the Healthy Snacks canteen which 
operates on TUESDAYS at Recess.   
HEALTHY MENU:  Plain salted popcorn, banana, berry and 
green smoothies, frozen pineapple.  
The smoothies contain fruit, milk and plain yoghurt.   
SENTRAL PARENT PORTAL 

Have you created a SENTRAL account?  In 2018 SENTRAL will 
continue to be used for booking parent-teacher interviews, 
viewing student reports and as a tool for sharing students’ 
progress. And wellbeing issues  Please call the office if you 
need us to generate log-in details in order that you can create 
your own SENTRAL Parent Portal account.   
Prep and new parents will be issued with log in codes today. 
TISSUES 

We ask that all families provide each of their 
children with a large box of tissues for their 
classrooms. Please hand their box of tissues to 
their individual class teacher. 
CONGRATULATIONS JASMINE FORBES 

On 26th January, the Maiden Gully-Marong Lions Club 
presented former Lockwood PS student, 
Jasmine Forbes with the Australia Day Junior 
Citizenship Award. The award is presented to a 
Grade Six student who demonstrates high levels 
of citizenship and service to the community. 
Jasmine consistently demonstrated exceptional 
leadership skills and a strong sense of ethics and 
moral behaviour. Congratulations to a most 
deserving recipient.  
PREP  GRADE SIX GRADUATION LETTERS 

For the past four years, we have asked Prep parents to write a 
letter to their Prep child on the first day of the school year. 
Prep parents are issued with a sheet of school letterhead and 
an envelope and asked to go home and write a letter 
expressing their feelings as their child embarks on their 
Primary School journey. Letters are returned to school and 
held here for the next seven years and handed to each child at 
their Grade Six graduation. If you have enrolled in the last 
three years and haven’t yet written a letter to your child, 
please come and collect an envelope & paper from the office. 

PLAYGROUP – EVERY FRIDAY  9.00-11.00AM 

Parents are welcome to bring their pre-school children along to 
our playgroup every Friday morning in the OSHC facility at the 
Calder Hwy entrance. It’s a great way to meet new mums and 
dads and for your pre-schooler to begin making friends. This is 
a FREE service coordinated by Trina Kiel.  Bookings are not 
needed, just drop in. 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 

We offer small group or 1:1 tuition in a range of instruments.  
Effie Hamilton offers tuition in keyboard as well a wide range 
of wind and brass instruments.  
Enrolments are now open to learn a musical instrument this 
year at Lockwood PS. 
Effie will continue to offer lessons during the school day on 
keyboard, clarinet, flute, saxophone, trombone and trumpet. 
Enrolment forms are available at the office and are due back 
on Friday 9th of February. The per week cost for lessons is $13 
for group lessons and $23 for individual 
lessons. Any questions can be directed to Effie at 
effiejhamilton@gmail.com. 
David Dewar, a qualified VIT Music teacher offers drum lessons 
Please call the office to book your child in for drum lessons. 
This is a great way for students to access instrumental tuition 
without adding another after-school activity to already-busy 
schedules. 
ART NEWS – ART SMOCKS 

Dear Parents this year Art for Grade 5/6, 4/5 and 
prep/1 will be on Thursdays and Grade 2/3 will be 
on Friday mornings. Could you please supply your 
child with an art smock which can be an old shirt or 
t-shirt but it needs to be clearly labelled with their 
name on it. If your child already has an art smock 
at school it will be sent home for a wash and could you please 
check that it still fits and is clearly labelled with their name.   
Materials   In the art room we need ice-creams containers 
with lids, yoghurt and margarine containers, cardboard rolls 
(not toilet rolls), interesting packaging, cardboard and 
newspapers.  
Thank you for your co-operation.  Lee Charlton 
PARENT PAYMENTS & 2018 PAPERWORK 

The start of the year at school sees parents bombarded with 
forms and paperwork.   Pupil information update forms, OSHC 
enrolment forms and consent permissions are all enclosed with 
today’s newsletter. There are other forms that may need to be 
filled in if they are applicable to you and these will need to be 
collected from Fiona at the office. 
All forms need to be returned to school by Friday 9th 
February.     
PERSONAL PROPERTY 

The DET (Department of Education & Training) wishes to 
remind parents that personal items brought  to school by 
students are not covered by insurance. Items brought to school 
are at the student’s own risk.  
UNIFORM ORDERS  

Most uniform orders have arrived at school and are ready for 
collection from the school office.       Please call into the office 
collect your uniform. 
Please make sure you clearly name all uniform items, so it can 
be returned to  your child if lost, rather than end up in our Lost 
Property box.      Thank you!!! 
FLAT MATTERS FEBRUARY EDITION 

Make sure you grab a copy of this month’s Flat Matters 
magazine. The presentation of Lockwood Primary School’s 
new defibrillator machine is featured! 
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CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)  

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist 
eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and 
sporting activities.  
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a 
temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A 
special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker 
and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to 
use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or 
sporting activities for the benefit of your child.  
The annual CSEF amount per student is:  
• $125 for primary school students  
$225 for secondary school students  
HOW TO APPLY  
Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or 
download from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef  
NEW FOR 2018!  
If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in 2017, you do 
not need to complete an application form in 2018 unless there 
has been a change in your family circumstances.  
You only need to complete an application form if any of the 
following changes have occurred:  

new student enrolments; your child has started or changed 
schools in 2018 or you did not apply in 2017.  

changed family circumstances; such as a change of 
custody, change of name, concession card number, or new 
siblings commencing at the school in 2018.  
Check with the school office if you are unsure.  
ARRIVE ON TIME – FOR LEARNING’S SAKE 

Students need to arrive at school by 8.45am to unpack their 
bag and lunchbox and set up for the day ahead. The learning 
program begins at 9.00am. Most of our students are punctual 
and can start the day in a calm, organised manner. Students 
who are consistently late, however, regularly miss out on the 
start-of-day notices and instructions for the first task. 
Teachers will always repeat instructions, but when the 
lateness is 10 to 15 minutes, it means that the student has less 
time to complete the set task, placing them under 
unnecessary pressure. With our focus on Organisation in 
Term One, please make punctuality a priority. Thanks. 
SENDING MONEY TO SCHOOL: 

Whenever money is sent along to school, please ensure that it 
is in a well sealed envelope (or zip lock bag) with your child’s 
name, amount enclosed and reason (i.e. camp or excursion).   
All money should be handed directly into the office. 
If it is difficult for you to get into the office during business 
hours, please contact Fiona and she can provide you with 
bank account details for  use with your internet banking. 
LOCKWOOD PS FACEBOOK 

Lockwood PS has a Facebook page, as an additional way to 

communicate with our school 

community. If you’re on Facebook, 

please follow our page as we will 

regularly post reminders and  

information for our families. 

www.facebook.com/LockwoodPrimarySchool 
BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER 

Lockwood Primary School has been 
placed on the Bushfire At Risk Register.  
Inclusion on this register is a trigger for 
the school to close on days declared by  
authorities as being Code Red (Catastrophic). 
 

STEM = SCIENCE + TECHNOLOGY + 

ENGINEERING + MATHS 

The students really enjoyed their first STEM lesson this week. 
They all entered with a positive and excited attitude and 
demonstrated a fantastic growth mindset for our STEM 
challenges.  
This Term Grades 2/3 will be learning about simple machines 
and they began the week by making catapults.  Students 
made their catapult and experimented flinging different 
weighted materials. We measured how far they went and 
even aimed for objects to land in a cup! Students made tally's 
to keep score and recorded the distance objects travelled.   
The Grade 4-6's were given the STEM challenge of working in 
teams to design and build the tallest possible tower that is 
strong and stable enough to hold a basketball for 20 seconds, 
only using newspaper and tape. They worked collaboratively 
in teams to construct the tower and are looking forward to 
completing their towers later this week.  

Jessie Wardell, STEM Leader 

 

SCHOOL ACCESS 

Parents are reminded that entry to the school grounds is NOT 
permitted through the staff car park gateway.      Please make 
sure your children use the paths at either end of the staff car 
park. Also parking is not permitted on the south side of 
Wiegards Road during drop off or pick up time.   Wiegards 
Road is very busy during these times and is very dangerous 
for children to cross on foot. 
Please also remember not  to do U-turn’s out of car parks and 
our drop off zone along Wiegards Road during peak times.  
There were some very near misses last year with cars 
performing U-turn’s.   The Bendigo Council is investigating 
how best to address this situation. 
GYM PROGRAM 

Our annual gym program STARTS NEXT WEEK and is taking 
place on Thursday 8th, Tuesday 13th, Tuesday 20th and 
Tuesday 27th of FEBRUARY. It will be held at Jets Gymnastics in 
Golden Square. The children will attend four 60 minute 
sessions.   Cost for tthe Gym program is $32.00 per child. 
Children should wear appropriate clothing for the gym 
sessions, i.e. girls need to have their hair tied back, no long 
dangly earrings – studs or sleepers only, and no school 
dresses on these days. 
The 1st session will leave school at 9:00am and return at 
11:00am   (Prep /1 Grades) 
The 2nd session will leave school at 10:00am and return at 
12:00pm (2/3 Grades) 
The 3rd session will leave school at 11:00am and return at 
1:00pm (4-6 Grades) 
Please see your child’s teacher if you are happy to assist with 
the gym program at Jets Gym.  
Permission forms were sent home on Tuesday. Please 
complete this form and return it to school by Monday 5th 
February.  

http://www.facebook.com/LockwoodPrimarySchool



